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Brazilian Colonization of the Eastern Border
Region of Paraguay®

by R. ANDREW NICKSON

Introduction
The Eastern Border Region (EBR) of Paraguay (defined as the present-day
administrative Departments of Amambay, Canendiyd and Alto Paran) is
one of the few remaining frontier zones suitable for intensive agricultural
development in the southern cone of Latin America. Comprising 35 percent
(about 5.4 million has.) of the area of eastern Paraguay, its natural resources
remained largely unexploited until the mid-19Gos, itself a reflection of the
ver‘y poor growth performance of the Paraguayan economy throughout most
of the 20th century in comparison with neighbouring countries. :
Economic forces outside Paraguay have been largely responsible for
‘ppening up’ the region. The westward moving frontier of agricultural settle-
ment in the Brazilian State of Paran4 began to extend over the Paraguayan
border as a result of a growing disparity in land prices on either side of the
River Parané. From a steady trickle in the mid-1960s, the immigration of
Brazilian colonists into the EBR has turned into a flood from 1972 onwards.
There are now estimated to be at last 300,000 Brazilian colonists in the
EBR, equivalent to 6o percent of the population of the region and 10 percent
of the population of Paraguay. Under the impact of Brazilian colonization,
the EBR is undergoing a process of rapid economic growth, which is largely
divorced from the rest of the Paraguayan economy. Although nominally
within the Paraguayan nation, the economy of the EBR is now closely inte-
grated with that of Brazil.

Historical Evolution

The EBR remained almost totally unexploited -until the beginning of this
century. The indigenous Mby4, Ach¢ and Paf-Tavyter4 peoples who formerly
populated the region lived off hunting and bee-keeping without recourse to
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